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Abstract In general, it is said that duplicate code is modified more frequently than non-duplicate code. However,
there are few quantitative studies invstigating whether it is true. Furthermore, the previous studies investigated on
the unit of programming language such as file or method, not on duplicate code itself, so that there is a possibility
that modifications that are not related to duplicate code are regarded as ones that are related to duplicate code. In
addition, only a small number of software systems were investigated. In this paper, therefore, to measure modifi-
cation frequency more accurately, we investigated modification frequency of duplicate code and non-duplicate code
by line. Also, to obtain more general results, experiments conducted on various types of software systems.
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